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KUWAIT OVERVIEW
The State of 
Kuwait

Power generation in Kuwait

Kuwait’s water consumption is among the highest in the world at more
than 447 litres daily per capita. Desalination provides the bulk of the water 
supply, followed by treated wastewater and groundwater. The agricultural 

gg , y psector is the biggest consumer, followed by the municipal sector.

Water production/withdrawal in Kuwait

KUWAIT WATER-ENERGY-FOOD RESOURCES

Power Mix

Renewables
(solar, wind etc.)

Fuel
Oil

Natural 
Gas

Nuclear Thermal Desalination
(fossil fuel)

Reverse Osmosis
(from Grid)

Treated
Wastewater

Surface &
Groundwater

Waste-to-Energy/
Biogas

LAND AREA:

CLIMATE:

TERRAIN:

ARABLE LAND:

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:

ENVIRONMENT AGREEMENTS:

NATURAL RESOURCES:

POPULATION:

URBANIZATION:

GDP (PPP)

GDP - PER CAPITA (PPP):

INDUSTRIES:

17,818 km2

Dry desert; intensely hot summers; short, cool winters

Flat to slightly undulating desert plain

0.6%

Limited natural freshwater resources; some of world’s largest 

and most sophisticated desalination facilities provide much of the

100% of total population

desalination, food processing, construction materials

Kuwait City

came from crude oil. The residential sector is the biggest consumer, followed
by commercial and public services.

Food production and acquisition in Kuwait

Food Imports

Red Sea

Arabian Gulf

Arabian Sea

Foreign Direct Investment 
in farmland abroad

Domestic Food 
Production

Kuwait’s food imports in 

33.3 billion
• In 2016, Oman’s top food

• Kuwait has made agricultural
investments primarily between

•
a policy option or as part of a 
larger food security strategy.

• Kuwait has around 2880 farms
covering 141 km2 that produce
vegetable, crops, cattle, sheep,
goat and poultry, with poultry
production leading the food
industry in Kuwait.

Food loss in industrialized asian countries across supply chain

Production

17%
Processing & 

Packaging

2%
Distribution & 

Marketing

11%

Investment opportunities for Dutch companies (for full list, refer to Chapter 4)

Water Energy

Food

Food-Energy
• Greenhouse and storage cooling systems
•
• Biomass from halophytes
•
•

reserves)
• Virtual stockpiling
•

Water-Food
•
•
• Urban & vertical farming
•

• Advanced irrigation (i.e. drip)
• Food monitoring systems
• Food import derisking & early 

warning systems

Water-Energy
• Renewable powered desalination
•
•
•

• 2)
•

• District cooling

Consumption

46%
Handling &

Storage

23%
to reduce losses at handling &
storage, and consumption. Along
with biogas opportunities post
consumption.

HIGHLIGHTED INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

8% <1% 0%92% 0%
No 

plans

Desalination 65% 18% 17%

Trend

Water Mix

Trend
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